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Stevens virtually deserted when lie went out of town. When he came back I overhauled him, and during an hour's council at Field's office had it settled that he should print the call on Wednesday morning last, in all the dailies, supported by four columns of indiscriminate names. It appeared to me that such an apparent popular ground-swell would be more imposing than any 40 or 50 signatures, however good; but Stevens unfortunately failed again. Greely's defection and the Maine election quite took the starch out of him. If you have any suggestions to make, or directions to give, I will gladly follow them. Moreover, if strong measures are ever necessary to save the country, please bear in mind that there is one man in New York who will gladly risk all he has to take a part in them.
Very respectfully yours, GEOBGE WILKES
From George WHkes to General Butler OB-FIOE WILKEB' Spirit of the Times, 201 WILLIAM ST., N. Y., Sept. 15,1864
DEAB GENEBAL: I have already mailed a note to you this morning, but since then it has struck me that if the Convention fails, we can at least call mass meetings in every state, and request the people to inscribe their preferences on their ballots, by way of instructing the President how to form a Government, and also as a protest against his inferiority and un-worthiness.
It would be a noble proof of the intelligence and patriotism of this people to see them accept, through their electors, a man for President whom they could thus be made to repudiate by a vote of two to one.
If Mr. Lincoln, thus rebuked, could not be forced to retire, in favor of the successful name, the result would, at least, so humble him that he would be tractable to the public wishes in the future.
Please let me know how this strikes you as a dernier resort? Would it not be in fact an election, and under certain ultimate moral (?) pressure as good an election as we want?
This will enable us, here, to get gracefully out of the failure of the Cen. Convention, and, if you think well of it, I will propose the change of programme next week.
A telegram with a simple affirmative signed by Col. Shaffer will instruct me.
This seems to me to be better than sinking to the earth wi ou a sign.           y^ res^ec^uHyt y(yUirst GEO. WILKES